[Masugi's nephritis: preparation of an active nephrotoxic serum].
An active nephrotoxic serum (NTS) was prepared by immunization of rabbits with isolated renal glomeruli of rats and Freund's complete adjuvant. The glomeruli were isolated from the renal cortex by the sieving procedure. Intravenous injection of the NTS to rats induced the development of marked proteinuria and the nephrotic syndrome. Histological and electron microscopic studies of renal tissue performed by days 5 and 15 since the first injection of the NTS revealed extracapillary proliferative glomerulonephritis. IgG depositions on the basal membranes of the glomerular capillaries were linear on day 5 and granular on day 15 since the first injection of the NTS.